
     Art Nouveau was an innovative style of modern art. Which became fashionable from about 
1890 to the First World War. It promulgated the idea of art and design as part of everyday life. 
Artists shouldn't overlook any tiny objects in daily life, no matter how functional it could be. This 
aesthetic was considered to be revolutionary and new, As know as a term of New Art - or Art 
Nouveau. Art Nouveau was considered as a complete art style, featuring architecture, graphics, 
interior design and most of the decorative arts include jewellery, furniture, textiles, household silver 
and other utensils such as lighting, as well as the fine arts. When art nouveau was released first in 
Paris, then in London. People either loved it or loathed it. The style itself contains two distinct 
looks: curvy lines and the one with more austere, linear look of artists such as Charles Rennie 
Mackintosh. The aspects of art nouveau were revived in the1960s. 
     Art Nouveau typically employed intricate curvilinear patterns of sinuous a diagonal lines, often 
based on plant-forms. Floral and other plant-inspired motifs are popular Art Nouveau designs, as 
are female silhouettes and shape. Soon, the trend was replaced in the 1920s by Art Deco.   
Style of art Nouveau   
   • sinuous, elongated, curvy lines 
 • the whiplash line 
 • vertical lines and height 
 • stylised flowers, leaves, roots, buds and seedpods 
 • the female form - in a pre-Raphaelite pose with long, flowing hair 
 • exotic woods, marquetry, iridescent glass, silver and semi-precious stonesArt & Crafts 

movement 

Art Nouveau Lovebirds Bracelet,Kimberly Kantharaj
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Art and Craft movement style developed about the 1860s as a reaction against the growth of 
industrialisation in Britain. Believers believe in the equality of all the arts and the importance and 
pleasure of work. The appearance of the style have resulted from the principles involved in the 
making of the objects. By the end of the century such ideals thoughts had affected the design and 
manufacture of the decorative arts in Britain. 

William Morris “Snakeshead” printed textile. 
Characteristics 
• Truth to material-Preserving and emphasising the natural qualities of the materials used to make 

objects was one of the most important principles of Arts and Crafts style. 
• Simple forms- one of the hallmarks of the Arts and Crafts style. There was no extravagant or 

superfluous decoration and the actual construction of the object was often exposed. 
• Natural motifs- Nature was an important source of Arts and Crafts motifs. The patterns used 

were inspired by the flora and fauna of the British countryside. 
• The vernacular- Domestic, traditions of the British countryside provided the main inspiration for 

the Arts and Crafts Movement. Many of those involved set up workshops in rural areas and 
revived old techniques. 



Art Deco 

Art Deco is an art movement involving a mix of modern decorative art styles, mainly of the 1920s 
and 1930s, whose main characteristics were derived from various avant-garde painting styles of 
the early twentieth century. Its works exhibit aspects of Cubism, Russian Constructivism and 
Italian Futurism with abstraction, distortion, simplification and particularly geometric shapes and 
intense colours to celebrate the rise of commerce, technology, and speed. 

It featured using rare and expensive materials such as ebony and ivory and exquisite 
craftsmanship. The Chrysler Building and other skyscrapers of New York were one of the iconic 
structures of this new style. In 1930s, after the Great Depression, the style became more subdued. 
New materials explored, including chrome plating, stainless steel and plastic etc. A more sleek 
form of the style of Art Deco is called Streamline Moderne, which appeared in the 1930s; it 

featured curve forms and smooth, 
polished surfaces. Then Art Deco 
became one of the first truly 
international architectural styles with 
examples found in European cities, 
the United States, Russia, Latin 
America, Africa even Asia. The style 
came to an end with the beginning of 
WWII. The style was replaced as the 
dominant global style by the strictly 
functional and unadorned styles of 
modernism. 

                  Chrysler Building, NY 
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Bauhaus movement 
The Bauhaus was one of the most influential modernist art school of the 20th century, which 
emphasis art technique teaching, and understanding art's relationship to society and technology. 
The movement had a huge impact in both Europe and the United States long after it closed. It was 
shaped by the 19th and early 20th centuries trends especially influenced by the Arts and Crafts 
movement, which had sought to a level the distinction between fine and applied arts, and to 
reunite creativity thinking and manufacturing. This is reflected in the romantic medievalism of the 
school's in the early years, in which it pictured itself as a kind of medieval crafts guild lead. But in 
the mid 1920s the medievalism gave a way to a stress on uniting art and industrial design, and it 
was this which ultimately proved to be its most original vital achievement. The school was also 
renowned for its faculty, which included artists Wassily Kandinsky, Josef Albers, Laszlo Moholy-
Nagy, Paul Klee and Dylan Abuel, architects Walter Gropius and Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, and 
designer Marcel Breuer. 
Wassily Kandinsky wrote extensively about composition on how objects relate to one another on 
the page, and how to guide the viewer’s eyesight. Paul Klee’s entire career was virtually an 
exploration in colour theory on the use of a colour can provoke an instant, desired reaction in 
viewer’s mind, and how that can change their perception of what is presented. Herbert Bayer 
broke down typography into few geometric shapes as possible, paving the way for ‘Grotesk’ fonts 
to become accepted, as the more standardised Sans-Serifs that we all know and overuse. 

Bauhaus Movement poster by Dylan Abuel 2015  

With their theory of form over function, the school emphasis a strong understanding of basic 
design, especially the principles of composition, colour theory, and craftsmanship, in a wide array 
of disciplines. Because the Bauhaus belief in the oneness of the artist and the craftsman, their 
courses taught students to eliminate their ideas of the individual and instead focus on the 
productivity of design. 
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Modernism 
Modernism refers to the broad movement in Western arts and literature that gathered pace from 
the 80s, and is characterised by a deliberate rejection of the styles of the past which emphasising 
instead innovation and experimentation in forms, materials and techniques in order to create 
artworks that reflected better of the modern society. A notable characteristic of modernism is self-
consciousness and irony concerning literary and social traditions which often led to experiments 
with form and colour, along with the use of techniques that drew attention to the processes and 
materials used in creating a painting, poem, building, sculptures. 

 

Hans Hofmann,The Gate,1959–60Kurt                Kurt Schwitters, Painted Stone,1945:35 x 80 x 
313 mm 

The terms modernism and modern art are generally used to describe the succession of art 
movements that critics and historians have identified since the realism of Gustav Courbet and 
culminating in abstract arts and its developments in the 1960s. By the 1960s modernism had 
become a dominant idea of art, and a particularly theory of modernist painting had been 
formulated by the highly influential American critic Clement Greenberg. A reaction then took place 
which was quickly identified as postmodernism which will be considered afterwards. 
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Pop art is an art movement that emerged the mid-1950s in Britain and the late 1950s in the US. 
Among the early artists that shaped the pop art movement were Eduardo Paolozzi and Richard 
Hamilton in Britain, and Larry Rivers, Robert Rauschenberg and Jasper Johns among others in 
the US. Pop art presented a challenge to traditions fine arts by including imagery from popular 
culture such as advertising, news or products. In pop art, material is sometimes visually removed 
from its known context, isolated, or combined with unrelated material. 

The Cheddar Cheese canvas from Andy Warhol's 
Campbell's Soup Cans, 1962. 

Pop art is widely interpreted as a reaction to the then-dominant ideas of abstract expressionism, 
as well as an expansion of those ideas.[3] Due to its utilization of found objects and images, it is 
similar to Dada. Pop art and minimalism are considered to be art movements that precede 
postmodern art, or are some of the earliest examples of postmodern art themselves.[4] 
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     minimalism  describes the movement in various forms of art and design, especially visual art 
and music, where artists intend to expose the essence or identity of a subject through eliminating 
all nonessential forms, features, spaces or concepts. Minimalism is any design or style in with the 
simplest and fewest elements used to create the maximum effect. Basically less is more means 
can conclude the whole meaning of minimalism and it means the notion that simplicity and clarity 
lead to good design. Simplicity and harmony in interiors and furnitures, open spaces in interiors 
design, avoid gin inner walls, the illumination/light had the significant influence on interiors, using 
basic simplified shapes or geometric shapes, forms, cutting back on clutter, colour white was 
dominating in some reason, furniture and decorations limited to the minimum. Minimalism he work 
of De Stijl artists were a major reference, elegant.  

Robert Morris 
Untitled 1965/71 
Mirror plate glass 
and wood 
object: 914 x 914 x 
914 mm 

Minimalism is an extreme form of abstract art developed in the USA in the 1960s and typified by 
artworks composed of simple geometric shapes based on the square and the rectangle. 
Minimalism or minimalist art can be seen as extending the abstract idea that art should have its 
own reality and not be an imitation of some other thing. We usually think of art as representing an 
aspect of the real world (a landscape, a person, or even a tin of soup!); or reflecting an experience 
such as an emotion or feeling. With minimalism, no attempt is made to represent an outside 
reality, the artist wants the viewer to respond only to what is in front of them. The medium, (or 
material) from which it is made, and the form of the work is the reality. Minimalist painter Frank 
Stella famously said about his paintings ‘What you see is what you see’ 
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Postmodernism 
Postmodernism (lat. post = after) is a cross-genre term for a pluralist stance in style and 
philosophy which distances itself from the perceived dogmatism of modernism and its aesthetic 
processes. 
Postmodernism allowed various possibilities and forms to co-exist on an equal footing. In 
architecture, postmodernism was a style which arose in the 1960s and which revived traditional 
architectural forms of decoration (columns, gables, etc.) in at times playful ways and combined 
them with modern forms. In the 1980s, the newly emerging extroverted product design drew on 
postmodern architecture in terms of both form and content. Architects such as Hans Hollein, 
Michael Graves, and Robert Venturi experimented with the style in their furniture designs, and Italy 
in particular set trends in postmodern design. In the “Alchimia” (1976–81) and “Memphis” (1981–
88) studios, product designers and architects came together to promulgate a new programme. 
Their collaborative works drew on the styles of various eras of cultural history, the use of colour 
and decoration, and anti-functional forms. 

The Carlton bookcase by Ettore Sottsass, 1981 

This was one of the first key pieces from the Memphis Group 
The majority of the Memphis furniture was sheathed in plastic laminate, provided by the company 
Abet Laminati. It has taken me a long time to realise it, but Memphis was essentially a product 
placement stunt for the company, which also provided some of the core funding for the project. Be 
that as it may, Sottsass's initiative took off in a big way. Before too long, the influence of Memphis 
could be seen not only across the domain of furniture design, but in fashion, in architecture, even 
in music videos on MTV. 



Deconstructing art 
     Deconstruction is a form of criticism first used by French philosopher Jacques Derrida in the 
1970s which asserts that there is not one single intrinsic meaning to be found in a work, but rather 
many, and often these can be conflicting. 

      A deconstructive approach to criticism involves discovering, recognising and understanding the 
underlying and unspoken and implicit assumptions, ideas and frameworks of cultural forms such 

as works of art. 

Deconstructive art is a movement of postmodern 
architecture which appeared in the 1980s, which 
gives the impression of the fragmentation of the 
constructed building. It is characterised by an 
absence of harmony, continuity, or symmetry. [1] Its 
name comes from the idea of "Deconstruction", a 
form of semiotic analysis developed by the French 
philosopher Jacques Derrida again.

Todd Mclellan, (2011)
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Digital art -is an artistic work or practice that uses digital technology 
as an essential part of the creative or presentation process.Digital 
Art includes every artwork created with the use and/or help of digital 
software and tools. Said in simple words: art you create with a 
computer (or other devices like a tablet or even a cellphone) and 
usually with the help of tools like a mouse, a pen and tablet or even 
a trackpad, etc. Some of the most famous digital software nowadays 
include: Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Illustrator, Corel Draw, Paintool 
SAI, Gimp, Apophysis, Maya, Poser, and a very large etc.
       Since the 1970s, various names have been used to describe 
the process including computer art and multimedia art, and digital 
art is itself placed under the larger umbrella term new media art. It 
can be categorised by the following area, the computer-generated 
visual media, computer generated 3D still imagery, computer 
generated animated imagery, digital installation art, stereoscopy 

Unknown artists                        Unknown artists 

Digital art is a dominant art style in this era in my opinion. As the light speed development of 
computer/ software. People is more likely to do their artworks on a tablet. Without buying any extra 
equipment or paints. Its a convenient and user friendly style of art in this generation. 
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